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GRANTS HELP IMROVE AMBULANCE SAFETY AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
Summit County, Colorado – Media Release from Summit County Ambulance Service

Summit County Ambulance Service is pleased to announce recent grants awarded to the Ambulance Service have enabled it to improve two key sets of emergency equipment.
The first is the Assistance for Firefighters Grant, or AFG; a grant program administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Summit County Ambulance was awarded 
this grant to significantly upgrade its personal protective clothing while operating in the challenging mountain environment. These new suits
 provide significant protection from the cold and snow while supplying physical protection EMS personnel frequently need working in challenging situations such as motor vehicle accidents and rescues. Each suit consists of a high visibility, glow-in-the-dark protective helmet, eye protection, and insulated, heavy-duty “turn out” jacket and pants. The reflective materials significantly improve visibility during both day and night operations. Each of the 60 Summit County Ambulance Service employees was outfitted with these suits which were manufactured by ALL-MED of Jefferson, MO. A similar high visibility pattern is being implemented on all County Ambulances as well to increase safety. 
The second grant was provided by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Emergency Medical and Trauma Services Division, Colorado EMTS Provider Grant. This grant is providing matching funds to upgrade current cardiac and patient monitoring equipment. The county-wide Ambulance Service is replacing its 10-year old cardiac monitor/defibrillators with state-of-the-art Zoll E-Series heart monitors (Zoll Medical Corp, Chelmsford, MA). Each cardiac monitor has an impressive package of various treatment and patient monitoring capabilities. The new monitors allow Summit County paramedics to monitor the patient’s electrocardiogram, including the most advanced “12-Lead” capability which can be used to detect myocardial infarction (“heart attack”).   Additional capabilities include continuous blood pressure monitoring, exhaled carbon dioxide measurement and blood oxygen levels which are all vital in the care of critically ill patients. 
Current American Heart Association guidelines stress the importance of performing good chest compressions and limiting interruptions during cardiac arrest. In an effort to improve CPR performance, the new monitors have a feature called Real CPR Help® (which measures compression effectiveness) and   See-Thru CPR® (which removes compression artifact). This combined with the ability to defibrillate (shock) patients more effectively with lower-energy and the ability to stimulate a slow heart through pacing represent a significant advancement in clinical care.  Summit County Ambulance purchased five (5) of these cardiac monitors for their ambulances and one (1) trainer model.; an additional six (6) will be acquired later this spring to fully equip a total of eleven emergency medical vehicles.
 “The upgrade to the E-Series cardiac monitors represents a significant clinical improvement in the monitoring and treatment of all our patients.  It continues our mission to provide the very highest level of pre-hospital care in an integrated manor throughout all of Summit County for residents and visitors alike”, says Marc Burdick, Interim Director of Summit County Ambulance. “We are very fortunate and pleased to have these grant funds to protect our providers and advance care”, Burdick added.  
An opportunity for the media to view and learn more about these new equipment acquisitions will be held Wednesday, January 6 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm at the Emergency Services Building, 227 County Shops Road, Frisco, Colorado. For more information or directions please contact the Ambulance Service at 970-668-5777.
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� In my experience, a lot of people focus on large dollar amounts. I think having these numbers in the press release would take the focus away from the main point of the article. What do you think? 


�What do you think of changing to “This new gear”.





