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Swan Mountain Recpath-Sapphire Section Closer to Reality

Summit County, Colorado – Construction of the Sapphire Section of the Swan Mountain Recpath is moving closer to reality. A groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the start of construction for the second phase of the Swan Mountain Recpath will occur on August 6. This public ceremony will begin at 10:30 a.m. at Sapphire Point. The Sapphire Section will connect the recently completed Lowry Section at Swan Mountain Road to the top of Sapphire Point. “We are really excited to start construction on this new addition to the Swan Mountain Recpath. This is another step toward completing the circle around Dillon Reservoir,” said Summit County Commissioner Thomas Davidson.

The Sapphire Section is the second phase of a multi-phase effort to complete the recpath loop around Dillon Reservoir, through the construction of a safe grade separated recpath to connect the areas of Keystone/Snake River Basin and Breckenridge/Upper Blue River Basin. The current Summit County Recpath system surrounds Dillon Reservoir on three sides, but no recpath connection exists on the southern side of the reservoir. To connect the existing recpath sections users must instead share the narrow, winding and busy Swan Mountain Road with motorized traffic.
“There were numerous funding partners in both the public and private sectors that helped contribute to making this project a reality,” said Brad Eckert, Open Space and Trails Resource Specialist. “Among the funding partners are the Friends of the Swan Mountain Recpath, Northwest Colorado Council of Governments, Great Outdoors Colorado, Colorado Department of Transportation, Colorado State Parks, Town of Frisco and numerous individuals and businesses.”

Alpine Engineering, Inc. of Breckenridge designed the Sapphire Section and will serve as construction manager. Stan Miller, Inc. of Breckenridge will construct the project, with completion scheduled for later this year, weather permitting.

Summit County Open Space and Trails is currently designing the third phase, the Summit Cove Section, which will connect the Lowry Section with existing recpath near State Highway 6 and Swan Mountain Road. “Key to completing this next section, like the Lowry and Sapphire Sections, will be private contributions,” said Eckert. Interested individuals and businesses can find more information about the future phase, including how to make a donation, at the Friends of the Swan Mountain Recpath website at www.swanmountainrecpath.com 

Questions on the paved recpath system can be directed to the Open Space and Trails Department at 668-4060.
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