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Summit County and Town of Breckenridge Open Space Programs Partner to Protect the View Corridor and Wetlands 
along Highway 9 near Hoosier Pass
Summit County, Colorado – Valuable wetlands and a portion of the Highway 9 view corridor near the entrance to Breckenridge from Hoosier Pass were recently protected through a joint 10-acre land purchase by Summit County and the Town of Breckenridge. The two local government open space programs often partner on key land acquisitions to protect the natural resources and rural mountain character of Summit County.  

The purchase of the parcel complements other recent open space purchases in the area, providing broader scale conservation of vital wetland habitat and function. Homes on the property, located at the base of Northstar Mountain, would have been detrimental to the wetlands and open viewshed at the entrance to Breckenridge.  The Town and County have recently protected over 30 acres of wetlands in the Montecristo Gulch drainage. These wetlands are critical habitat for plants and animals, and provide a water filtering function that helps to maintain the quality of the Town’s water supply.  

“We are excited about this opportunity to preserve both the scenic views at the entrance to the Town of Breckenridge, and the valuable ecosystem services provided by the wetland complex,” said Heide Anderson, Open Space Planner for the Town of Breckenridge.

“Despite difficult economic times, our partnership with the Town of Breckenridge continues to be a vital component of open space protection in the Upper Blue Basin,” said Brian Lorch, Director of Summit County Open Space and Trails.  “The Town recognizes the importance of these properties to their water quality and scenic landscape, and we appreciate their continuing collaboration.” 

For more information, please contact Brian Lorch of the Summit County Open Space and Trails Department at (970) 668-4067 or via email at brianl@co.summit.co.us.
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