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For Immediate Release:
County Sustainability Initiative – Creation of Sustainability Task Force
Summit County, Colo., May 26, 2009 – Recognizing the national movement and growing awareness to be more conscientious about resource consumption and renewable energy, the Board of County Commissioners has given the official go-ahead for a new Sustainability Task Force.  Officially established this past week, the new task force is composed of 18 members and six alternates representing all areas of Summit County Government.  The task force will meet regularly, and its mission is to “lead by example to promote and collaborate on initiatives to integrate sustainable practices in county facilities, operations and the community.”
As noted by County Commissioner Bob French, “Defining sustainability is a real challenge and means a lot of things to a lot of people.  However, when it comes to the Board of County Commissioners, I think a reason behind forming the task force and a fundamental concept of sustainability is to try and effect lasting policy change that enables the county to be more self-sufficient in the long term.”

The task force has established some initial goals to provide a framework to channel its efforts.  Two of which are: to encourage the county’s elected officials, managers and all employees to conduct county operations in a manner that is more cognizant of protecting the environment and considers the long-term sustainability of decisions and programs; and promote practices that improve energy efficiency, resource conservation and reduce emissions, waste and consumption.

The first tangible steps of the task force will be to identify immediate sustainability initiatives that could be pursued, and develop a Sustainability Action Plan, which establishes timelines for carrying out identified implementation measures.  It is envisioned that the action plan’s implementation measures will be aggressive yet achievable, and focused in large part on county facilities and operations.
According to County Commissioner Karn Stiegelmeier, who is also a member of the task force, “I am really excited to participate on the task force, and I think it is critical the county lead by example in taking an active role in trying to institutionalize sustainable practices.  Although the county has already taken steps toward being more sustainable, I believe many more opportunities should be explored, and the need to create public awareness and collaborate with other entities to further sustainability initiatives at the local level is critical.  This will be an exciting, yet challenging opportunity for the task force.”  

For more information on the Sustainability Task Force contact John Roberts, Summit County Planning Department, at (970) 668-4205 or e-mail johnr@co.summit.co.us.  
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