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Director of the Summit County Ambulance Service Resigns 

Summit County, Colorado - MEDIA RELEASE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY MANAGER

Sean Caffrey, Director of the Summit County Ambulance Service (SCAS), announced his intention to resign effective December 11, 2009.  Caffrey has served as the Director of SCAS since 2000 and has previously served as Assistant Ambulance Director since 1996.  During Caffrey's nearly 14 years of service to Summit County Government the Ambulance Department has undergone a major transition from a limited, mostly volunteer service, to its current configuration.  SCAS is now the busiest ambulance service in the central mountains region of Colorado responding to nearly 4000 requests for service annually.  The department is staffed with 25 full-time EMS professionals supplemented by 27 part-time Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics.  Throughout Caffrey's tenure, SCAS has operated as an enterprise of County Government with all of the $3.8 million in annual expenses covered by ambulance fees for service.  The department, under Caffrey's leadership, is proud to have developed productive relationships with other County departments, local healthcare providers, fire and police departments and all of our neighboring ambulance services.  Other accomplishments during Caffrey's leadership include the development of a sophisticated paramedic-based critical care transport program, deployment of automated external defibrillators countywide and improved ambulance deployment that reduced overall ambulance response times from over 20 minutes in 1996 to an average of 11 minutes or less in 2008.  The department also enjoys an excellent reputation throughout the state, and is particularly proud of its ongoing quality improvement programs which help to improve the service by taking an ongoing and serious look at what can be done better.

 

Caffrey will be taking a newly created position with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment that will be focused on the development of emergency medical and trauma care systems throughout Colorado.  His experience with Summit County will be invaluable to this new endeavor.  Caffrey has also previously served as the President of the EMS Association of Colorado and as Vice Chairman and Governor's appointee representing governmental ambulance providers on the State Emergency Medical and Trauma Services Advisory Council. He was recognized as the Colorado EMS Administrator of the Year in 2001.  He also holds a Masters Degree in Business Administration certified as a Chief Medical Officer by the Center for Public Safety Excellence.        

 

Leadership of the department will transition to the newly appointed Deputy Director, Marc Burdick, and Interim Deputy Director, James Woodworth.  Burdick is a paramedic and previous employee of the department who has most recently served as an EMS Specialist with the Santa Barbara County Department of Public Health.  Woodworth is a Paramedic Shift Supervisor who has been with the department since 1998.

 

Assistant County Manager Steve Hill voiced his appreciation for Sean’s dedication and the many improvements he helped implement to make the Summit County Ambulance System a cost effective and efficient model for providing quality emergency service with a caring and professional staff. 
###
�








