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Summit County to Protect Backcountry Near Montezuma; BOCC DESIRES TO EXPAND ROLE OF OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Summit County, Colorado –   On June 23, 2009 the Board of County Commissioners approved moving forward with the acquisition of three 5-acre mining claims in the Snake River Basin.  Acquisition of these claims received unanimous support from the Open Space Advisory Committee (OSAC).  Acquisition of the Resolute, Reliance and Lorain Lodes near the Town of Montezuma is important in that they have been identified by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program as having significant biodiversity.  Additionally, these parcels provide the opportunity to reroute the Continental Divide Scenic Trail off of Peru Creek Road.  This reroute separates recreational uses from motorized traffic as recommended in the legislation that created the Continental Divide Scenic Trail.
In approving this acquisition, the County Commissioners discussed the County’s acquisition efforts generally and in particular the important contributions of the County’s Space Advisory Committee. 
Commissioner Karn Stiegelmeier expressed gratitude for the Open Space Advisory Committee’s dedication and expertise in acquiring open space lands.  She also affirmed the Board’s hope that OSAC’s expertise will be available to assist the County in acquiring lands for housing and other public purposes.  She stated that, “Expanding the role of OSAC is the most effective way to successfully achieve other County acquisitions while ensuring that necessary open space lands are acquired and not used for housing or other conflicting purposes.”
Commissioner Davidson agreed, noting that, “The intent of our recent conversations with OSAC is to capitalize on its excellent work and to make the most of its experience and expertise.   We want to ensure that lands pursued for housing and other public purposes are acquired in the same thoughtful and prudent fashion as is currently the rule for our open space acquisitions.”
Chairman French noted that Summit County’s open space program is widely acclaimed and much of this success is directly attributable to the tireless efforts of the OSAC and insight it brings to County land acquisitions.  He further noted that with the passage of last fall’s ballot measure, the Board would be able to continue to acquire lands for open spaces, meeting its commitment to allocate $2,600,000 annually to open space, absent an emergency. Commissioner French also noted that since the inception of the County’s Open Space Program, the Board of County Commissioners has made sure that every dollar allocated for open space has been appropriately and wisely spent on open space purposes.”
The County Commissioners were unanimous in their support of expanding the role of OSAC to provide the County with advice on additional real property acquisition for housing and other public purposes.  County Manager Gary Martinez echoed his support for the proposal, commenting that, “The expansion of OSAC’s role is just good management and will help the County end up with a better system for its property acquisitions.  Accounting for the County’s various funding mechanisms will not be complicated or compromised as a result - our existing accounting practices are more than adequate to prevent problems.”     
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